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Snow Festival is shown worldwide in pre-
Olympics coverage.
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The Winter QOlympics site also features large
snow statues.
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Children contribute ideas for snow sculptures.

25250 92
BFA9F (1974%F)
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Due to the oil crisis, drum cans are used for
snow statues.
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AR C [FDLE | =&EH
A Snow Queen is chosen on the eve of the festi-
val.
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BEAIS 1 6 (19766)
BEER R ED ORGSR

The American Embassy in Japan sends a letter
of thanks.
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The first Sapporo fashion show in the Snow Festi-

val is held.
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FUIREE KB G AUAITED

A large snow sculpture made in Sapporo is sent
to America.

5£30E 100
BAISALE (1979%F)
FAKERICT —V ERIKHA

Mr. Taro Okamoto is commissioned to create a
snow sculpture.
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Rising oil prices impede snow transport.
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The festival schedule is altered to conclude on
Sunday.
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The first English pamphlet is well received.
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Susukino becomes an official site.
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High-ranking officials from many countries visit
Sapporo.
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The festival is challenged by double typhoan-like
low pressure .
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MRS —DEAREERRE

The festival poster wins the Japan Federation of
Printing Industry's Chairman's Award.
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[BA—F—RAYREE]

The festival becomes Japan's biggest annual
event.
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There is fierce competition to participate in snow
statue making at the Civic Plaza.

40E 114
FRITTE (19894)
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Makomanai opens to the public at night 10 cele-
brate the 40th festival year.
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Nakajima Park becomes the fourth festival site
for civic participants.
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BATHEAYSVNDESS
Guests include officials from the Pacific Tourism
SUMmMIit(PATS).
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2Bl CERELRZERMS

The International Tourism Conference is held for
two consecutive years.

44 122
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gL, 712 T BEER

The Nakajima site is discontinued, and the Nishi
12 Chome site is added.
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TRi6 F (19944)
ROETEDEHDEHERL
Beauty queen goodwill ambassadors experience
traffic problems due to heavy snowfall.

5546[5 126
a7 & (1995%)
PRI KRN CRIEE

Contributions for Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake relief
are collected.
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Information of the festival is conveyed by the

Internet.
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The Virtual Snow Festival continues to expand.

55490 132
¥ 1 0% (19984)
EEHAEmE Ty —HE

The festival is colored by the Nagano Winter
Olympics and soccer fever.
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Frontispiece "Drama Carved on Snow"
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Greetings

CHWNED 7

Greetings
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Congratulatory Words
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The Sapporo Snow Festival celebrates its half-
century mark
A world ptaza evokes a pristine snow fantasy
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Crowds gather for the winter event which
features six snow sculptures.

s2m 56
BAH264F (19514F)
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The Snow Festival becomes an annual city
event.
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toisglrisli\t“esm 4 Plaza becomes the main Snow Fes-
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"Ascension” by Fushimi High School sets a trend
for large snow sculptures.

£5m 82
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A snow storm inaugurates the National Athletic
Meet.
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Japan's Self-Defense Forces participate for the
first time in making snow statues.
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The exciting snowball fight event is revived.
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The festival site extends from Odori Nishi 3
Chome to 6 Chome.
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The festival adds color to Hokkaido Expo.
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The festival is introduced to the nation via Tv
and other mass media
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The festival becomes a famous national event.
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This festival is marked by a severe shortage of
pure white snow.

££13ml 72
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BRI DEESICIEH T

Unseasonably warm weather melts even the sta-
tue of Taiho, grand champion of sumo wres-
tling.
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Many TV personalities come to broadcast the
festival.
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The mood of the Olympics spreads from Tokyo to
Sapporo.
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EEA DRI IERIEE ,
\l)ﬂzaz?léci)ganai is officially designated a second festi-

£17E 78
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Eighty ambassadors and ministers in Japan are
invited to the festival.

5180 79
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The festival hopes for the success of Sapporo
Winter Olympics and Osaka Expo.
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Major US mass media report on the Snow Festi-
val 1o the world. -
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Public contributions are sought for large snow
statue motifs.
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The cooperation system of the private sector
has been improved.
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Foreword

‘The Sapporo Snow Festival celebrates its half-century mark.

A world plaza evokes a pristine snow fantasy.

The Sapporo Snow Festival, known worldwide as a unique event of ice and snow, celebrates its fiftieth birthday. The Snow Festival began on
February 18, 1950, when the disruptive effects of World War Il still lingered. It featured six snow statues displayed at Odori Nishi 7 Chome
Plaza, which was being used as a snow fill area. With the multifaceted wisdom, historical romance and dreams of the north country, the Snow
Festival has overcome many obstacles to flourish in its fifty year history.

The winter of 1950 was uncommonly warm, and February 18th dawned bright and sunny. Six snow statues created by junior and senior high
school students were displayed at the Odori site. The festival began at 10:30 a.m. and included such events as square dances, outdoor movies
and dog races. They continued till night under bonfires lit at each corner. People were starved for entertainment and an astounding 50,000
people turned out to see the event. The following year the festival was included among the city's annual events.

The festival's origins can be traced to the time that Mr. Naoto Kondo, then Director of the Sapporo Tourist Association heard that children at
Otaru Municipal Kita Temiya Elementary School were making snow statues in the playground. He went to have a look in February, 1940.
Upon seeing the happy faces of the children, Mr. Kondo determined to bring this joy to Sapporo.

After the end of World Warll, talks on having a snow festival were held in 1949 with Mr. Kiyoshi Ishibayashi, Promotional Chief of the
Tourism Department of Sapporo Municipal Office (later the Managing Director of the Sapporo Chamber of Commerce and Industry); Mr.
Takeshi Itagaki, Director of the Economics Department (future Mayor of Sapporo), and others. The first preliminary assembly was held on
January 20, 1950. Mr. Kondo's dream was beginning to come true.

The Sapporo Snow Festival planned to combine the snow statues of Kita Temiya Elementary School with the snowball fight of the former
Sapporo Daiichi Junior High School, Mr. Itagaki's alma mater. Mr. Kenichi Kuriyagawa designed a poster inspired by the Nakajima Park ice
carnival. The Hokkaido Times newspaper undertook various events.

Japan's Ground Self-Defense Forces, participants since the Sixth Snow Festival in 1955, inaugurated an era of magnificent snow statues. From
the mid-50s to the mid-60s, through TV and other mass media coverage, the festival became a national spectacle. The 1972 Sapporo Winter
Olympics launched the Snow Festival into the international arena. Since the 29th Snow Festival in 1978, its underlying theme has been a

world's pristine snow fantasy plaza.

Since its beginnings in the 16th Snow Festival, the "Civic Plaza" has grown into a major attraction. The 25th Snow Festival inaugurated the
International Snow Statue Contest, with participants from cultures around the world. The 28th Snow Festival held the first Sapporo Fashion
Show, which became a stepping stone for international designers.

At the memorable 30th Snow Festival in 1979, Mr. Taro Okamoto's "Snow Goddess" drew special attention. The festival's greatest challenge
was the oil crisis. Due to an oil shortage for snow transport, the 25th Snow Festival was in danger of being canceled. But Mr. Kazuo Satsu,
the Planning and Publicity Commissioner of the Executive Committee (presently Chairman of the Executive Committee), hoping the festival
would lift the spirits of the Japanese people, made a petition, and in response the government approved a special Snow Festival budget. At the
same time, empty drum cans were used to make snow statues and fuel-saving efforts were made.

Exquisite snow statues and events at Odori Park, snow figures you can play with at Makomanai, sparkling Susukino: throughout its history
the Sapporo Snow Festival continues to offer joyful entertainment and a glimpse of the north country's wonderful life to the world toward the
twenty-first century.
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